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As part of my Administration’s ongoing efforts to protect our children
from the effects of alcohol and other substance abuse, Secretary of
Health and Human Services Donna Shalala recently announced a new
campaign, “Your Time—Their Future,” to recruit adults to help chil-
dren and adolescents develop healthy and useful skills and interests.
Research shows that the guidance and example of caring adults can
play an important part in helping young people resist the attraction of
alcohol and other harmful or illegal substances.

To acknowledge the importance of our children’s health, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
143), has called for the designation of the first Monday in October as
“Child Health Day” and has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 5, 1998, as
Child Health Day. I call upon families, schools, communities, and gov-
ernments to dedicate themselves to protecting the health and well-
being of all our children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7133 of October 5, 1998
German-American Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From the time our republic was born, German Americans have en-
riched our national life and culture. Many, seeking religious freedom,
first settled in and around Philadelphia more than 300 years ago; and
to this day, one of the largest neighborhoods in that city is called Ger-
mantown. Throughout the colonial period, more Germans arrived on
these shores and made their homes throughout the Thirteen Colonies.
Today, almost a quarter of the American people can trace their roots
back to Germany.

German Americans have had an important and lasting impact not only
on the growth of our Nation, but also on the formation of many of our
deepest values. As skilled and industrious farmers, German Americans
have shared their love for the land and a strong sense of family and
community. With a deep respect for education and the arts, they have
broadened the cultural life of the communities in which they live.
And, from their earliest days in this country, Germans and German
Americans have revered freedom, as epitomized by the service of Gen-
eral Friedrich von Steuben during America’s struggle for independence
and by the dedication of the entirely German American Provost Corps
which, under the command of Major Bartholomew von Heer, served as
General Washington's personal guard unit during the Revolutionary
War.
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All of us can take pride in the accomplishments of German Ameri-
cans—as soldiers and statesmen, scientists and musicians, artisans and
educators. It is fitting that we set aside this special day to remember
and celebrate how much German Americans have done to preserve our
ideals, enrich our culture, and strengthen our democracy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Tues-
day, October 6, 1998, as German-American Day. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to recognize and celebrate the many gifts that millions of people
of German descent have brought to this Nation and that have enriched
the lives of our citizens.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7134 of October 7, 1998

National Day of Concern About Young People and Gun
Violence, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During the past 18 months, Americans have been stunned by gun vio-
lence among our youth, including the tragic incidents of students
shooting their classmates and teachers in Jonesboro, Arkansas; Pearl,
Mississippi; Paducah, Kentucky; Edinboro, Pennsylvania; and Spring-
field, Oregon. In communities across the country, some young people
are trying to resolve their conflicts and problems by taking a gun into
their schools or onto the streets—guns that, although they are generally
illegal for children to possess, are still too easy to get.

While recent data indicate that the overwhelming majority of American
schools are safe and that the rate of youth violence is beginning to de-
cline, we must not relax our efforts to protect our children from such
violence. Since the beginning of my Administration, we have worked
hard to make our schools and communities safe places for children to
learn and grow. We have put more community police in our neighbor-
hoods, encouraged the use of curfews, school uniforms, and tough tru-
ancy policies, and proposed funding for after-school programs that pro-
vide children and young people with wholesome activities that keep
them interested, engaged, and off the streets. We instituted a policy of
zero tolerance for guns in schools that is now the law in all 50 States.
We have issued a guidebook to help teachers, principals, and parents
recognize the early warning signs of troubled students and intervene
before despair or anger gives way to violence. Later this month, I will
host the first-ever White House Conference on School Safety to focus
on the causes and prevention of youth violence and to share effective
strategies that we can put into practice nationwide. Through these and
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